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did not maintain our hold upon a town which would
have served as a stepping-stone for the establishment of
a great African Empire, a possible future development
understood by the astute king, but not by his ministers
In any case the utmost difficulty was found in main-
taining the garrison, as the men were ravaged by
disease, provisions frequently ran short, and many
casualties were suffered in engagements with the Moors
Colonel Kirk, who went from Tangier on a mission to
the Shereefian court at Meknes, became on friendly
terms with Mulai Ismail, and as a result of his visit
Mohammed ben Haddu was despatched as ambassador
to London. On the return of this official to Morocco
he brought with him three coach-horses as a present
from King Charles, and Mulai Ismail at once sent the
following amusing letter to Colonel Kirk who had been
appointed Governor of Tangier.
Traise be to God the most High alone
*And God's blessing upon every one that is on the
side of His prophets.
Trom the servant of God, who putteth his trust in
God, the Emperor of the Faithful (who is courageous
in the way of the Lord of both the worlds) the Noble,
the Good
'Ismail ibu Alphhanph (May God illuminate and
preserve him) and may God assist his commanders
and give victory to his forces and armies. To Kirk,
the Captain of Tangier, upon whom be peace
"Our servant, Mohammed ben Haddu Ottar, who
came from you, told us, that a lion is rare in your
country, and that you love to see him When your
servant came to us, he found with us two young little
lions, which we sent to you along with him